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5. Islamic Narrative Accounts of Saladin’s 1187 Campaigns: Typology as a Strategy of Legitimisation
Alexander Mallett
In 1187 Saladin recaptured for Islam almost all Frankish crusader territory in the Levant. Yet, while much has been
written on his campaigns, modern scholarship has paid little attention to their presentation in the Arabic sources.
Basing itself squarely on recent advances in historiography, literary theory, and Islamic studies, this paper suggested
the writers used typology to bring to the minds of the Muslim readers events from the earliest days of Islam as part
of a much wider strategy by their authors, who were also in Saladin’s inner circle, to relate his victories to those of
the nascent Muslim community in the seventh century Hijaz. Finally, this paper considered why the writers chose
to present events thus, and argues they should be seen as attempts to praise the sultan and, in particular, to criticise

those other Muslims who had not supported him against the Franks.
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