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H. I. H. Prince Takahiro Mikasa (1915‒2016), the fourth son of the late 
Emperor Taisho, was a distinguished scholar focusing in the history and 
religion of the ancient Near East, popularly known as “Oriento-no 
Miyasama (Prince of the Orient)” among the Japanese public. His 
wide-ranging contributions to research include laying the foundation of 
the Society for Near Eastern Studies in Japan in 1954, which greatly 
facilitated this research field becoming popular among the Japanese 
scientific communities. In memory of the prince and his great scientific 
contributions, the present volume is dedicated to featuring a collection of 
research articles to show the recent achievements of the society 
members in archaeology, art history, Assyriology, and linguistics of the 
Ancient Near East. All the articles are written in English.
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Archaeology
The Chalcolithic Ceramic Sequence of Telul eth-Thalathat II, Northern Iraq
Jezla: An Early-Middle Bronze Age Site Complex in the Middle Euphrates Steppe, North Syria
Ostrich Eggshell Use in Mesopotamia
The Large Architectural Remains of the 2nd Millennium BC Unearthed at Kaman-Kalehöyük in Central Anatolia
A Study on the Turning Point of Glyptic Art in Anatolia Based on the Finds from Kaman-Kalehöyük
The Development of the South Coast of the Caspian Sea as a Field for Archaeological Research: From the Perspective of Japanese Researchers

Art history
The Root of Sasanian Glass Cups with Circular Facet-cut Decoration
Early Islamic Glass Bottle Brought to Japan, Now in Toshodaiji Temple

Assyriology
Sowing and Harvesting in Rows: Irrigation Agriculture in Late Third-Millennium Babylonia
Reports of Prophecy from Mari: A Revisit
"Clay Pit, You Are the Creator of God and Man!": Textual Evidence for the Sources of Raw Clay Used in Mesopotamia

The "Overseers of the Land" in the Emar Texts
Some Aspects of the Royal Family of the Shutrukid Dynasty, Middle Elam
Neo-Assyrian Trading Posts on the East Mediterranean Coast and "Ionians": An Aspect of Assyro-Greek Contact
Aššurbanipal and His Brothers Considered from the References in Esarhaddon’s Succession Oath Documents

Linguistics
Relational Units in Cuneiform Writing: Two Cases of Comparative Graphemics
Statement – Development – Twist – Denouement: The AA′XB Pattern in Biblical Hebrew Poetry
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